
BP Fined Â£650,000 After Scaffolderâ??s Fatal Fall From Unity Platform

Description

In a significant legal ruling, BP, the oil giant, has been fined Â£650,000. This penalty stems from a
tragic incident that occurred nearly nine years ago, resulting in the death of a scaffolder named Sean
Anderson. The case highlights the critical importance of adhering to health and safety regulations in
the workplace.

On that fateful day in September 2014, Sean Anderson was working on BPâ??s Unity platform. He
was part of a contracted maintenance team employed by Cape Industrial Services. The circumstances
surrounding his death are both heartbreaking and preventable. Anderson fell through an open grating
while performing his duties. This incident, which took place at around 4 a.m., led to a series of events
that would forever change the lives of his family and colleagues.

After a two-week trial at Aberdeenâ??s Sheriff Court, a jury found BP guilty of breaching safety rules.
The court’s decision was not taken lightly. Sheriff Graham Buchanan, who presided over the case,
described the death of Sean Anderson as â??tragic and devastatingâ?• for his family. However, he also
noted that it was an â??isolated incident.â?• This statement, while acknowledging the profound loss,
also pointed to the fact that such occurrences should not be commonplace.

The sheriff emphasized the severity of BP’s breach. He stated, â??The level of harm caused by
BPâ??s breach was high, and that has to be taken into account.â?• Although he accepted that the
likelihood of harm arising from the situation was low, the consequences were dire. The court
recognized that the death of a worker due to negligence warranted a significant penalty. â??The fact
that a man has died as a result of the offence means the penalty imposed will be significantly higher
than one with no loss of life,â?• Sheriff Buchanan remarked. The fine imposed on BP was intended to
have a meaningful economic impact, serving as a deterrent against future negligence.

Sean Anderson was a 43-year-old father of four. He had been due to fly home just one hour after the
incident. His fall from the Unity platform was not just a tragic accident; it was a stark reminder of the
risks faced by workers in the oil and gas industry. Witnesses reported that he suffered severe head
injuries and was found lying face down in the sea. The conditions that night were foggy and dark,
complicating the rescue efforts.

The court heard that Anderson was not wearing a life jacket, harness, or survival suit at the time of his
fall. When he was eventually pulled from the water, he was unconscious and not breathing. A post-
mortem examination later revealed that he had sustained serious injuries to his head and chest. The
cause of death was determined to be a â??descent into the seaâ?• from the oil installation. The medical
report indicated that he had suffered severe and â??predictably immediatelyâ?• fatal head injuries, with
extensive skull fracturing. Toxicology results showed no signs of alcohol, drugs, or gas poisoning, nor
any natural diseases that could have contributed to his death.

At the time of the incident, BP owned the Unity rig, an unmanned pumping station located in the
Forties Field, approximately 110 miles northeast of Aberdeen. Since then, the company has sold the
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rig to INEOS. In response to the court’s findings, BP issued a statement acknowledging the outcome of
the proceedings. They expressed their condolences to Sean Andersonâ??s family and friends, stating,
â??This was a tragic incident. While we know nothing can be said to change the pain felt by Sean
Andersonâ??s family and friends, our deepest condolences remain firmly with them to this day.â?•

The prosecution, led by fiscal Kristina Kelly, made it clear that BP had a duty to ensure the safety of
the contractors working on the Unity platform. She argued that BP had failed to protect its workers from
risk, particularly in the days leading up to the incident. â??BP put those workers at risk for the eight
days running up to the 4 September 2014, by not having suitable and sufficient control measures in
respect of open gratings on Unity,â?• she stated. Kelly pointed out that simple measures, such as
warning signs or a cover for the grating, could have prevented the tragedy. She emphasized that Sean
Andersonâ??s family had fully expected him to return home safely.

In her closing remarks, Kelly noted that BP had since changed its procedures. Any open gratings on
the platform are now covered, a lesson learned from this tragic event. The company has taken steps to
improve safety measures, ensuring that such incidents do not happen again.

Murdo McLeod, the defense advocate for BP, expressed the companyâ??s deep condolences to
Andersonâ??s family. He described the case as â??highly unusual,â?• noting that it is rare for such
matters to proceed to trial, especially when mitigating circumstances exist. McLeod highlighted BPâ??s
commitment to safety, stating that the company has sought to enhance its safety culture. He
acknowledged that while there may be an expectation for gratings to be covered, the decision is not
always straightforward.

The court heard that Sean Anderson was a multi-skilled scaffolder with rope access qualifications. He
was well aware of the safety measures in place, including the barriers erected to protect openings on
the deck. In the days leading up to his death, he had been part of the team that built the hard barrier
safeguarding the fatal decking hole through which he fell. On the night of the incident, adverse weather
conditions had halted work after midnight. At around 3:30 a.m., Sean, a diligent worker, asked the
installation manager if there was anything he could do to â??keep busy.â?• He promptly rounded up
three other men to tidy up the lower deck, unaware of the tragic fate that awaited him.

This incident serves as a sobering reminder of the importance of workplace safety. It underscores the
need for companies to prioritize the well-being of their employees. The consequences of negligence
can be devastating, not just for the individuals involved but for their families and communities as well.
As the scaffolding industry continues to evolve, it is crucial that lessons are learned from such
tragedies. Safety protocols must be rigorously enforced, and companies must remain vigilant in their
efforts to protect their workers.

In conclusion, the fine imposed on BP is a significant step towards accountability in the oil and gas
industry. It reflects the need for companies to take their responsibilities seriously and to ensure that
safety measures are not just in place but are actively enforced. The tragic loss of Sean Anderson
should not be in vain. It is a call to action for all industries to prioritize safety and to protect the lives of
those who work tirelessly to support our energy needs.
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