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Do Risk Assessments and Method Statements (RAMS) Need to be Signed?

Description

Yes, Risk Assessments and Method Statements (RAMS) need to be signed. This is a crucial step
in the risk management process, as it confirms that all parties involved have read, understood, and
agreed to the safety measures outlined in the document.

Understanding the Importance of Signing RAMS

Risk Assessments and Method Statements (RAMS) are essential tools in managing workplace safety.
They outline the potential hazards in a particular task or process, detail the steps to mitigate these
risks, and provide clear instructions on how to carry out the task safely.

Why RAMS Need to be Signed

1. Acknowledgement of Risks:A By signing the RAMS, workers acknowledge that they have been
informed about the risks involved in their tasks and the measures put in place to mitigate them.

2. Understanding of Procedures:A The signature confirms that the worker understands the safety
procedures and will adhere to them.

3. Legal Compliance:A In many jurisdictions, having signed RAMS is a legal requirement for
certain high-risk activities. It can also serve as evidence of due diligence in case of any legal
disputes.

Who Should Sign the RAMS

e Workers:A All workers who are involved in the task should sign the RAMS to confirm that they
have read and understood the safety procedures.

e Supervisors/Managers:A Supervisors or managers should also sign the RAMS to acknowledge
that they have communicated the safety procedures to the workers and will ensure their
compliance.

When to Sign the RAMS

The RAMS should be signed before the commencement of the task or process. Any changes to the
RAMS should be communicated to all parties involved, and a new signature should be obtained.
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