
How to Approve H&S Risk Assessments

Description

To effectively approve Health and Safety (H&S) risk assessments, it is essential to follow a 
systematic approach that ensures all potential hazards are identified, evaluated, and mitigated 
to maintain a safe workplace environment.

Understanding H&S Risk Assessments

Health and Safety (H&S) risk assessments are structured processes used to identify, evaluate, and
control potential hazards in the workplace. These assessments aim to prevent accidents, injuries, and
occupational illnesses by implementing appropriate control measures.

Detailed Steps to Approve H&S Risk Assessments

1. Hazard Identification: Begin by identifying all potential hazards present in the workplace. This
includes physical hazards (such as machinery or chemicals), ergonomic hazards (related to
workstation setup), psychosocial hazards (like stress or bullying), and any other risks specific to
your industry or environment.

1. Conduct thorough inspections and observations.
2. Review incident reports and near-miss records.
3. Engage employees and frontline supervisors to gather insights.
4. Risk Evaluation: Once hazards are identified, assess the risks associated with each one. This

involves determining the likelihood and severity of potential harm that could result from exposure
to the hazard.

2. Use risk assessment matrices or scoring systems to prioritize risks.
3. Consider factors such as frequency of exposure, potential consequences, and the number of

employees affected.
4. Classify risks as high, medium, or low based on your evaluation criteria.
5. Control Measures: Evaluate the effectiveness of existing control measures in place to mitigate

identified risks. Control measures can include engineering controls (such as machine guards),
administrative controls (like work procedures), and personal protective equipment (PPE).

3. Ensure controls are adequate to eliminate or minimize risks to an acceptable level.
4. Review compliance with regulatory requirements and industry standards.
5. Consider hierarchy of controls, prioritizing elimination and substitution where feasible.
6. Residual Risks: Identify any residual risks that remain after implementing control measures.

These are the risks that cannot be entirely eliminated but can be managed to reduce their impact.

4. Document residual risks and develop strategies to monitor and mitigate them.
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5. Communicate residual risks to relevant stakeholders and employees.
6. Stakeholder Collaboration: Engage stakeholders throughout the approval process to ensure a

comprehensive evaluation of the risk assessments. Stakeholders may include safety officers,
department managers, employees, and external consultants.

5. Seek input and feedback on identified hazards and control measures.
6. Address concerns and suggestions raised during the review process.
7. Ensure consensus on the final approval decision.
8. Final Approval: Once all aspects of the risk assessments have been thoroughly reviewed and

evaluated, finalize the approval process.

6. Document the approval decision and any conditions or recommendations.
7. Ensure all necessary paperwork and records are completed and filed appropriately.
8. Communicate approved risk assessments to relevant parties, including employees and regulatory

authorities if required.

Importance of Approval Process

The approval of H&S risk assessments plays a crucial role in ensuring workplace safety and
compliance with legal and regulatory requirements. By following a detailed and systematic approach,
organizations can effectively manage risks, protect employee health, and promote a culture of safety.

Approving H&S risk assessments involves a meticulous process of hazard identification, risk
evaluation, and stakeholder collaboration to ensure comprehensive workplace safety and regulatory
compliance.
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