
Member of Public Dies from Tragic Workplace Accident

Description

In a tragic incident that shook the community, a construction company faced serious repercussions
after a wall collapsed, resulting in the death of a man in his own garden. The Cork Circuit Criminal
Court heard the details of this unfortunate event, which unfolded during construction work aimed at
expanding storage areas behind Padraigin’s Pizza, located at St. Patrick’s Quay in Bandon.

The victim, William O’Driscoll, a pensioner, was enjoying his garden when the boundary wall fell upon
him. This was not just a wall; it was a structure that should have been secure. Health and Safety
Inspector Frances Murphy provided crucial testimony during the court proceedings. She explained that
the wall was being subjected to an excessive load from materials being stacked against it on the
restaurant side. The situation escalated when two loads of material had already been placed against
the wall, and a third was in the process of being unloaded. It was at this critical moment that the wall
could no longer withstand the pressure and collapsed.

Inspector Murphy described the site as particularly challenging. The area was tight, and the slope
made it even more difficult to manage safely. The judge, SeÃ¡n Ã? DonnabhÃ¡in, emphasized the
inherent dangers of the construction work being undertaken. He remarked that one does not need to
be an engineer or builder to recognize the potential hazards involved. Even after 40 years away from
construction, he found the situation “manifestly dangerous.”

The company, McCarthy Greenbuild Construction Limited, pleaded guilty to a charge of exposing a
member of the public to risk, a violation of health and safety legislation that occurred on September 15,
2014. The court’s decision to impose a fine of â?¬25,000 was a reflection of the gravity of the situation.

In a poignant victim impact statement, Nell O’Driscoll, the widow of the deceased, shared her heart-
wrenching experience. She spoke of the 50 years she and her husband had spent together,
highlighting his love for their garden and the joy he found in tending to it. The loss was not just a
personal tragedy; it was a profound disruption to her life. She expressed the pain of being unable to
look out into the garden or enter it without being reminded of the horrific event that took her husband
away.

This case serves as a stark reminder of the importance of adhering to safety regulations in
construction. It underscores the need for companies to prioritize the safety of not only their workers but
also the public. The consequences of negligence can be devastating, as illustrated by the tragic loss of
Mr. O’Driscoll.

In conclusion, the court’s ruling and the imposed fine reflect a commitment to holding companies
accountable for their actions. It is a call to action for all in the construction industry to ensure that safety
measures are not just in place but are actively enforced. The memory of William O’Driscoll will serve as
a reminder of the human cost of negligence in construction.
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