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Background: A Serious Incident Offshore

In the complex and hazardous world of offshore oil and gas operations, safety is paramount. However,
even with stringent safety protocols in place, accidents can occur. Last month, an incident on
ExxonMobil Canada Propertiesâ?? Hebron platform, located offshore Newfoundland, underscored this
reality. A crew member suffered an electric shock while conducting maintenance on a piece of
equipmentâ??a situation that could have easily turned fatal.

Details of the Incident

The worker involved had just completed routine maintenance on a portable electric heater. Following
this, they proceeded to reconnect the heater to a power source. The power source in question was a
600-volt, 4-amp electrical circuit, and the connection was made using a temporary power cord. It was
during this reconnection process that the worker received an electric shock to their left hand.

Immediate medical attention was provided by the onboard platform nurse, who treated the worker’s
injury. Fortunately, the worker was wearing the appropriate protective equipment at the time of the
incident, which likely mitigated the severity of the shock.

Investigations Underway

ExxonMobil Canada Properties has initiated an internal investigation to determine the exact cause of
the incident. The Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB) is also
closely monitoring the situation. The Board’s involvement highlights the potential severity of the
incident, as the outcome could have been much worse.

In the high-risk environment of offshore drilling, even a minor lapse can lead to severe consequences.
The C-NLOPBâ??s oversight is crucial in ensuring that ExxonMobilâ??s investigation is thorough and
that any necessary safety improvements are identified and implemented promptly. The goal is to
prevent a recurrence of such incidents in the future.

A Second Incident on the Hibernia Platform

This incident on the Hebron platform is not isolated. In late May, another potentially dangerous
situation unfolded on the Hibernia platform, operated by Hibernia Management and Development Co.,
also located offshore Newfoundland.

During a standard operation to retrieve completion tubing from a wellbore, a section of the tubing
separated unexpectedly. This section, weighing approximately 272 kilograms, dropped about five
meters to the drill floor. The incident occurred as the tubing was being shifted from a vertical to a
horizontal position using the pick-up/laydown system.
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Fortunately, no one was injured in this incident, but the situation could have been catastrophic. The
sudden drop of such a heavy object posed a significant risk to the crew on the drill floor.

Ongoing Safety Concerns in the Industry

The oil and gas industry is no stranger to accidents, and the recent incidents on the Hebron and
Hibernia platforms have reignited discussions about safety protocols. These events serve as stark
reminders of the inherent risks involved in offshore drilling operations. Despite advancements in
technology and safety measures, the potential for human error or equipment failure remains.

Investigations like those currently being conducted by ExxonMobil and Hibernia Management and
Development Co. are critical. They provide insights into the root causes of these incidents, which can
lead to the development of more robust safety procedures. However, these investigations must be
more than just procedural. They need to result in tangible changes that enhance the safety of workers
who face dangerous conditions daily.

The Human Element

At the heart of these investigations is the human element. Offshore workers operate in one of the most
challenging environments imaginable. The physical and mental demands of the job are immense, and
the stakes are high. A momentary lapse in judgment or a slight oversight in equipment maintenance
can have devastating consequences.

Safety protocols and protective equipment are vital, but they are not infallible. Training, vigilance, and a
culture of safety are equally important. Workers must be empowered to speak up if they notice
potential hazards, and companies must foster an environment where safety is prioritized above all else.

Looking Ahead: Enhancing Safety Measures

As the investigations continue, the oil and gas industry must reflect on these incidents and take
proactive steps to prevent future occurrences. This includes not only reviewing and updating safety
protocols but also investing in new technologies that can help mitigate risks.

Automation, for instance, can reduce the need for human intervention in high-risk tasks, thereby
minimizing the potential for accidents. Regular maintenance of equipment, coupled with rigorous safety
drills, can also ensure that workers are better prepared to handle emergencies.

Furthermore, the industry should consider enhancing its incident reporting systems. Transparent and
timely reporting of near-misses and accidents can provide valuable data that can be used to improve
safety standards across the board.

Conclusion: A Call to Action

The recent incidents on the Hebron and Hibernia platforms are a wake-up call for the oil and gas
industry. They highlight the need for continuous vigilance, ongoing training, and a commitment to
safety at all levels of operation. The lessons learned from these investigations must be applied not just
on these platforms but across the entire industry.

In the end, the goal is clear: to ensure that every worker returns home safely at the end of their shift.
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This is a responsibility that the industry must take seriously, for the lives of its workers depend on it.
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