
Stonehurst Estates Limited Fined Â£450,000 for Manslaughter

Description

On February 15, 2024, a devastating ruling was delivered. Stonehurst Estates Limited, a construction
company, was found guilty of corporate manslaughter. The tragedy? The loss of Oleksander
â??Sashaâ?• Rudyy, a 49-year-old labourer, crushed to death at a construction site in Birmingham. The
fine? Â£450,000. But no amount of money can bring back a life.

This case isn’t just about fines. Itâ??s a stark reminder of the cost of neglecting safety protocols.
Below, we explore the details of the incident, the legal actions that followed, and the lessons it leaves
behind.

The Incident

The Project Background

In the heart of Birmingham, the scene was set. Stonehurst Estates Limited was handling a large-scale
renovation project at a development site in Hockley. The site? A complex of three bordering buildings.
The task? Among other duties, workers were asked to remove several supporting metal bars. It
seemed straightforward. But what lay beneath was a tragedy waiting to unfold.

The Fatal Accident

On May 8, 2019, Mr. Rudyy, a skilled labourer, was assigned a task. Using an angle grinder, he was to
cut away metal bars. But there was something he didnâ??t know. These bars were holding up the
structure. As the metal came loose, disaster struck. The building collapsed, and in an instant, Mr.
Rudyy was crushed. Two other workers were also injured in the incident. They survived, but the loss of
Mr. Rudyy marked a tragedy that shook the site to its core.

Legal Proceedings

Charges and Guilty Pleas

After a thorough investigation, Stonehurst Estates Limited found itself facing severe charges. The
company was accused of corporate manslaughter under the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate
Homicide Act of 2007. Additionally, they were charged with breaching health and safety regulations
under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act of 1974.

In January 2024, Stonehurst Estates Limited pleaded guilty to both charges. A month later, the
sentencing followed.

Sentencing
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The outcome of the case was significant. The court imposed a fine of Â£450,000 on the company. But
that wasnâ??t all. They were also ordered to pay Â£167,601 in legal costs. For the individuals
involved, the penalties were equally heavy:

Simon Briggs, 61, Principal Director: sentenced to 23 weeks of imprisonment, suspended for 18
months. He was also required to complete 100 hours of unpaid community service.
Vasyl Bychkov, 45, Site Foreman: sentenced to 130 hours of unpaid work.

The sentences, while seemingly lenient compared to the gravity of the crime, reflect the intricacies of
corporate law and individual culpability.

Key Findings of the Investigation

The inquiry into the tragedy revealed a disturbing lack of safety measures and expertise. It became
clear that this was no simple accident. The incident was preventable.

Inadequate Expertise and Planning

The workers on site, including Mr. Bychkov, had no formal expertise in demolition work. This fact alone
raised serious concerns. There had been no risk assessment conducted for the task. There was no
safe system of work. No plan was in place to ensure that the dangerous operation was carried out with
care. These findings painted a picture of negligence. Stonehurst Estates Limited, despite its years in
business, failed to grasp the basic safety requirements that would have saved a life.

Failure in Duty of Care

Although Simon Briggs, the companyâ??s principal director, was not present on the day of the incident,
the investigation found that he bore responsibility. As the companyâ??s head, he owed a duty of care
to all employees. And yet, that duty had been catastrophically ignored. The Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) described the companyâ??s care for Mr. Rudyy as â??woeful.â?• This word,
â??woeful,â?• echoed through the courtroom, symbolizing the profound failure in upholding safety.

Statements from Authorities

Authorities were vocal in the aftermath of the trial. Their statements underscored the importance of
safety regulations and the cost of failing to follow them.

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)

Rosemary Ainslie, head of the CPS Special Crime Division, emphasized the consequences of
negligence. â??He and his company failed to plan and carry out the demolition safely,â?• Ainslie said.
â??This led to tragic consequences where a man needlessly lost his life. Our thoughts remain with Mr.
Rudyyâ??s family and friends at this time.â?•

These words serve as a sobering reminder: safety is not a luxury. It is a responsibility.
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Health and Safety Executive (HSE)

The HSE weighed in with a strong statement of its own. They stressed the critical importance of proper
planning and risk assessment, particularly in demolition work. It is not enough to merely be aware of
safety measures; they must be implemented and followed rigorously. Every worker deserves a safe
environment, and every company must ensure that safety protocols are in place and adhered to.

Conclusion

The case of Stonehurst Estates Limited is a sobering example of what happens when safety is ignored.
The tragic death of Oleksander â??Sashaâ?• Rudyy stands as a painful reminder that health and safety
regulations are not suggestions. They are essential. They are the lifeblood of any construction site.

This incident could have been avoided. Proper planning, risk assessment, and adherence to safety
procedures would have saved a life. Instead, a family has been left to grieve, and a company now
faces financial and reputational ruin.

The fines and sentences imposed reflect the seriousness of the offences. But no sentence can reverse
the loss of life. The lessons from this tragedy must not be forgotten.
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