
Assonance

Description

What is Assonance?

Assonance, my dear reader, is a delightful rhetorical device that involves the repetition of vowel sounds
within closely placed words. Unlike rhyme, which focuses on the end sounds of words, assonance
plays a more subtle game, creating a musical quality that can enhance the emotional resonance of
language. Think of it as the gentle hum of a string quartet that underpins a grand symphony; it’s there,
weaving its magic, even if you don’t always notice it.

A Simple Example

Consider the phrase: “Hear the lark and harken to the barking of the dark.” Here, the repetition of the
‘a’ sound creates a melodious flow, drawing the listener in. The use of assonance enriches the imagery
and evokes a sense of atmosphere, making the words more memorable and impactful.

Famous Quotes Featuring Assonance

The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.
Alan Jay Lerner (My Fair Lady)

This famous line from My Fair Lady is a prime example of assonance in action. The repetition of the ‘ai’
sound links the words together, creating a rhythmic quality that is both catchy and easy to remember.
It’s not just a linguistic trick; it encapsulates the essence of the phrase—drawing attention to the
geographical feature while simultaneously making it sing. The use of assonance here adds a layer of
charm that elevates the simple statement to something more captivating.

Do not go gentle into that good night.
Dylan Thomas

Dylan Thomas’s poignant plea is rich with emotional weight, and the assonance of the ‘o’ sounds in
“do,” “go,” and “good” creates a haunting echo that resonates throughout the poem. This repetition
enhances the urgency of the message, urging the listener to resist passivity in the face of death. The
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assonance serves not only to beautify the language but also to reinforce the emotional intensity of the
plea, making it more compelling and memorable.

I must confess that I have lost my way.
Andy Feldman (Adelaide Loop)

In this line, the repetition of the ‘o’ sound in “confess,” “lost,” and “way” creates a sense of introspection
and vulnerability. The assonance adds a lyrical quality that invites the reader to empathise with the
speaker’s plight. It’s a subtle yet powerful device that transforms a simple admission into a deeply
resonant moment, illustrating how sound can amplify meaning in profound ways.

How to Use Assonance in Business

In the world of business, assonance can be a potent tool for crafting compelling messaging. When
used effectively, it can enhance brand storytelling, making your message more engaging and
memorable. Here are a few ways to harness the power of assonance:

1. Slogan Creation

Consider the impact of a well-crafted slogan. A phrase like “Feel the thrill” not only conveys excitement
but also employs assonance to create a rhythmic appeal. This musicality can make your slogan stick in
the minds of consumers, increasing brand recall.

2. Marketing Copy

In advertising copy, assonance can be used to evoke emotions and create vivid imagery. For example,
“Invest in the best for your nest” uses assonance to reinforce the message while also creating a sense
of comfort and aspiration. This kind of language can resonate with consumers on a deeper level,
encouraging them to connect with your brand.

3. Storytelling

When telling a brand story, assonance can help create a narrative flow that captivates the audience.
Using phrases that echo vowel sounds can enhance the rhythm of your storytelling, making it more
engaging. For example, “Our journey is just beginning” not only conveys optimism but also uses
assonance to create a sense of continuity and hope.

How Not to Use Assonance in Business

While assonance can be a powerful ally, it can also backfire if not used judiciously. Here are some
pitfalls to avoid:
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1. Overuse

Like any rhetorical device, moderation is key. Overloading your messaging with assonance can lead to
a sense of forced creativity, making your language feel contrived rather than natural. If every other
word is a vowel echo, your audience may become distracted, losing sight of your core message.

2. Inappropriate Context

Using assonance in a serious business context can sometimes come off as flippant or insincere. For
instance, employing a playful assonance-laden phrase during a serious corporate announcement may
undermine the gravity of the situation. It’s crucial to gauge the tone and context before weaving in
assonance.

3. Lack of Clarity

While assonance can enhance the lyrical quality of your language, it should never come at the
expense of clarity. If the repetition of vowel sounds makes your message convoluted or confusing, it
defeats the purpose. Always prioritise clear communication over stylistic flourishes.

In summary, assonance is a nuanced and powerful rhetorical device that can elevate language, enrich
messaging, and create emotional resonance. Used wisely, it can be a valuable asset in the arsenal of
business communication, transforming mundane phrases into memorable calls to action. However, like
all tools, it requires skill and discernment to wield effectively.
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