
The Jacob Rees-Mogg Style Guide: A Journey into Formality and Tradition

Description

In an age where communication often leans toward the casual, the emergence of Jacob Rees-Mogg’s
style guide stands as a curious relic of a bygone era. As the leader of the House of Commons, Rees-
Mogg took it upon himself to issue a comprehensive set of guidelines for his staff, emphasizing a return
to a more formal and traditional approach to communication. This guide is not just a collection of dos
and don’ts; it is a manifesto for a particular vision of British civility, steeped in history and etiquette.

A Nod to Tradition

At its core, Rees-Mogg’s style guide is an ode to the past. It begins with the way individuals are
addressed. In a world that increasingly favours first names and informal titles, Rees-Mogg insists on
the use of “Esquire” or “Esq.” for non-titled men. This choice is not merely about formality; it’s a
statement. It suggests that every interaction carries weight, that respect is paramount, and that our
language should reflect the dignity we afford each other. In an era where “mate” has replaced “sir,” this
insistence on titles feels both refreshing and, admittedly, a touch antiquated.

The Imperial Measurement of Value

One of the most striking aspects of the guide is its insistence on using imperial measurements. In a
time when metrics dominate scientific discourse and everyday life, Rees-Mogg’s preference for miles
over kilometers, pounds over kilograms, is a bold declaration of identity. It’s not just about numbers; it’s
about a cultural connection to a distinctly British way of life. This choice resonates with those who feel
nostalgia for the days when Britain stood tall on the world stage, proudly measuring distances in miles
and weighing goods in pounds.

But why stop at measurements? This guide invites us to consider how language itself acts as a
measurement of our cultural identity. By choosing imperial over metric, Rees-Mogg is not merely opting
for a different system; he is advocating for a worldview steeped in tradition, one that values the familiar
over the foreign.

The Punctuation of Prestige

As we delve deeper into the guide, we encounter the punctuation rules that would make any grammar
enthusiast swoon. The directive to use two spaces after a full stop is a delightful throwback to the days
of typewriters, where such spacing was not just a stylistic choice but a necessity for clarity. In a digital
age where speed often trumps precision, this insistence on double spacing is a reminder that there is
beauty in deliberation. It encourages us to pause, to reflect, and to appreciate the nuances of our
communication.

Moreover, the guide emphasizes the importance of capitalization, especially for titles and formal
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names. This attention to detail reinforces the idea that words carry power. When we capitalize a title,
we are not just following a rule; we are bestowing honor upon the role it represents. In a political
landscape often marred by casualness, this approach elevates the discourse and reminds us of the
gravitas associated with public service.

Language: The Formal Frontier

Rees-Mogg’s style guide is not merely a set of rules; it is a manifesto for a particular kind of
communication. The guide advocates for formal language, steering clear of colloquialisms and modern
slang. In a world where “LOL” and “OMG” dominate our screens, this insistence on formality feels like a
breath of fresh air. It’s a call to arms for those who believe that language should be a reflection of our
highest ideals, not a playground for casual banter.

But what does this mean for the future of communication? It suggests a return to a more considered
way of speaking and writing, where every word is chosen with care. This is not to say that humor and
informality have no place in our interactions; rather, it posits that there is a time and place for
everything. By reserving formal language for specific contexts, we can elevate our discourse and
engage in conversations that matter.

The Art of Presentation

The style guide also delves into the aesthetics of communication, providing specific instructions on
letter formatting and overall presentation. In an age where emails often resemble hastily scrawled
notes, Rees-Mogg’s insistence on professional appearance is a reminder that we should take pride in
how we present ourselves. Margins, font choices, and layout all contribute to the impression we make
on others.

Consider the power of a well-formatted letter. It conveys respect, thoughtfulness, and a commitment to
professionalism. In a world where we are bombarded with information, a beautifully presented
document stands out. It captures attention and invites engagement, allowing the message to resonate
more deeply.

The Classical Quotient

Perhaps one of the most intriguing aspects of the guide is its encouragement to incorporate classical
references and quotations into writing. This is not merely an exercise in pretentiousness; it is a
recognition of the rich tapestry of history and literature that informs our understanding of the world. By
drawing on the wisdom of the past, we can enrich our conversations and provide depth to our
arguments.

Imagine the impact of quoting a line from Shakespeare in a policy discussion or referencing a historical
figure in a speech. It elevates the conversation, inviting others to consider the broader implications of
our words. In a political landscape often dominated by soundbites and slogans, this approach
encourages a return to substance over style.

The Reception: A Mixed Bag
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Naturally, the style guide has attracted a fair share of criticism. Detractors argue that some of its rules
are outdated, overly formal, and ill-suited for modern communication. In a world that increasingly
values authenticity and relatability, the guide’s strict adherence to tradition can feel stifling. However,
this critique misses the point. Rees-Mogg’s guide is not merely a set of rules; it is a vision for a different
kind of political discourse—one that values respect, formality, and a connection to our cultural heritage.

In many ways, the guide serves as a counterpoint to the prevailing trend of informality in
communication. It invites us to consider what we lose when we abandon tradition. While it may seem
impractical to some, it challenges us to reflect on the values we hold dear and how they manifest in our
language and interactions.

The Cultural Context

Ultimately, Rees-Mogg’s style guide is a reflection of his broader political philosophy, which often
emphasizes British tradition and conservative values. It is a reminder that language is not just a tool for
communication; it is a vessel for our cultural identity. By adhering to these guidelines, Rees-Mogg is
advocating for a vision of Britain that values its history and seeks to preserve its unique character in an
ever-changing world.

In conclusion, the Jacob Rees-Mogg style guide is more than just a collection of rules; it is a manifesto
for a particular vision of communication. It invites us to reflect on the power of language, the
importance of presentation, and the value of tradition. In a world that often prioritizes speed over
substance, Rees-Mogg’s guide stands as a testament to the enduring relevance of formality and the
richness of our cultural heritage. Whether we embrace it or critique it, one thing is clear: it sparks a
conversation about the very nature of communication in our modern age.

So, the next time you sit down to write a letter or draft an email, consider the principles laid out in this
guide. Who knows? You might just find that a touch of formality can transform your communication
from mundane to magnificent.
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