
Tragic Workplace Accident: How One Man’s Life Was Changed Forever

Description

The Fateful Day

On August 4, 2021, James Clydesdale faced a life-altering accident while employed at Kerry
Ingredients UK Ltd in Hillington. His task was to locate a blockage in a mechanical mixer. What
seemed like a routine job turned into a nightmare.

An Absence of Safety

Clydesdale reached inside the mixer to investigate the issue, not realizing that there was no safety
guard in place. This lack of protection meant that when the magnet was removed, there was nothing to
prevent access to the dangerous underside of the machine.

The Horrific Injury

Tragically, Clydesdale’s hand came into direct contact with the mixerâ??s rotating blades. The result
was devastating. His right index, middle, ring, and little fingers were amputated. The severity of the
injury was compounded by the fact that it affected his dominant hand. Clydesdale spent seven days in
the hospital, enduring significant physical and emotional pain.

Witness to a Nightmare

A fellow employee witnessed the incident, hearing Clydesdaleâ??s screams and seeing him holding
his bleeding hand. The scene was horrifying, with blood flowing from the stumps where his fingers had
been. This traumatic event highlighted a severe lapse in workplace safety.

Corporate Negligence

Duty of Care Ignored

Kerry Ingredients UK Ltd had a clear responsibility to ensure that all dangerous parts of machinery
were properly guarded. This duty was not fulfilled, leading to catastrophic consequences.

Admission of Guilt

The company admitted their fault in the incident and was fined over Â£360,000, with an additional
victim surcharge of Â£27,000. This substantial financial penalty reflects the seriousness of their
oversight.
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Life After the Accident

Everyday Challenges

For Clydesdale, the loss of his fingers means he has had to relearn how to perform daily tasks with his
left hand. Simple activities, such as dressing himself or opening a bag of crisps, have become
significant challenges.

Uncertain Future

Clydesdaleâ??s future employment prospects are now uncertain. The impairment has a profound
impact on his ability to work and his independence. The psychological toll is immense, adding
complexity to his recovery.

Lessons Learned

Importance of Safety Protocols

This incident serves as a stark reminder of the importance of adhering to safety protocols to prevent
such tragedies. Proper safeguarding of machinery is not just a regulatory requirement but a
fundamental aspect of workplace safety.

The Human Cost

The human cost of such negligence is immeasurable. Clydesdaleâ??s journey to adapt to his new
circumstances is ongoing. Support from his family, friends, and medical professionals will be crucial as
he continues to adjust.

Conclusion

James Clydesdaleâ??s accident at Kerry Ingredients UK Ltd underscores the critical importance of
workplace safety. The failure to safeguard machinery had catastrophic consequences, leading to
severe injury and a lasting impact on his life. The companyâ??s admission of fault and the subsequent
fines reflect the gravity of their oversight. This incident should serve as a powerful reminder to all
employers of the paramount importance of ensuring the safety and well-being of their workers.
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