
What is Meant by Hazard Elimination?

Description

Hazard elimination refers to the process of completely removing a hazard from a workplace, 
making it the most effective method in the hierarchy of hazard controls. This could involve 
altering work processes or environments to prevent potential risks.

Understanding Hazard Elimination

Hazard elimination is a proactive approach to safety management that seeks to completely remove
hazards at their source. Itâ??s the most effective method in the hierarchy of hazard controls because it
completely removes the risk, rather than just reducing it.

For instance, if employees are required to work at heights, the hazard can be eliminated by re-
engineering the task so that it can be performed at ground level. This eliminates the need for
employees to work at heights, thereby removing the risk of falls.

However, itâ??s important to note that hazard elimination is not always feasible. In some cases, the
task itself involves handling a hazardous agent. For example, healthcare professionals treating patients
with infectious diseases cannot eliminate exposure to the infectious agent. Similarly, tasks involving the
removal of asbestos inherently involve handling this hazardous material.

Implementing Hazard Elimination Strategies

Implementing hazard elimination strategies requires a thorough understanding of the work processes
and potential hazards. Here are some steps to consider:

1. Identify Potential Hazards:Â Conduct regular workplace inspections and risk assessments to
identify potential hazards.

2. Evaluate the Risks:Â Assess the severity and likelihood of each identified hazard.
3. Develop Elimination Strategies:Â Brainstorm ways to eliminate the hazards. This could involve

changing work processes, using different materials, or redesigning workspaces.
4. Implement the Strategies:Â Put the elimination strategies into action. This may require training

staff on new procedures or investing in new equipment.
5. Monitor and Review:Â Regularly review the effectiveness of the elimination strategies and make

adjustments as necessary.

By prioritizing hazard elimination, businesses can create safer work environments and reduce the risk
of workplace accidents. However, where elimination is not possible, businesses should look to the next
steps in the hierarchy of controls: substitution, engineering controls, administrative controls, and
personal protective equipment.
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In conclusion, hazard elimination is a powerful strategy in maintaining workplace safety. Itâ??s 
about being proactive and removing risks before they can cause harm. For more information on 
hazard elimination and other safety practices, visit our website.
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