
What is the Worker Protection Standard (WPS)?

Description

A regulation aimed at reducing the risk of pesticide poisoning and injury among agricultural 
workers and pesticide handlers.

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a vital regulation established by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to protect agricultural workers from the dangers associated with pesticide
exposure. This standard outlines specific safety measures that employers must implement to ensure
the safety of workers who handle pesticides or work in areas where pesticides have been applied. The
WPS includes requirements for training, notification, and the provision of personal protective
equipment (PPE), ensuring that workers are well-informed about the risks and equipped to minimize
exposure. By enforcing these regulations, the WPS aims to significantly reduce incidents of pesticide-
related illnesses and injuries, thereby fostering a safer working environment in the agricultural sector.
Compliance with the WPS is essential for employers to protect their workers and maintain the integrity
of agricultural practices and public health.

The Core Components of Worker Protection Standard

Training Requirements: Employers must provide comprehensive training to workers about
pesticide safety, including the proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE) and
understanding pesticide labels.
Notification: Workers must be informed about pesticide applications, including the timing and
location of applications, to avoid exposure.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): The standard requires that appropriate PPE be
provided to workers to minimize exposure to pesticides.
Decontamination Facilities: Employers must ensure that facilities for washing and
decontaminating workers are available and accessible.
Emergency Assistance: The WPS mandates that employers have procedures in place for
providing emergency assistance in case of pesticide exposure.

Worker Protection Standard Synonyms

N/A

Worker Protection Standard Antonyms

Negligence: A failure to take proper care in doing something, which can lead to harm or injury,
particularly in the context of worker safety.
Indifference: Lack of concern for the safety and well-being of workers, which can result in unsafe
working conditions.
Disregard: Ignoring safety regulations and protocols that protect workers from pesticide
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