
A Manâ??s Body Melts Into Two After He Falls into a 1,440Â°C Vat of Molten Iron

Description

On June 8th, 2022, a tragedy struck at Caterpillar’s Mapleton Foundry in Illinois. Steven Dierkes, a 39-
year-old father of three, fell into a vat of molten iron, which was heated to an extraordinary temperature
of 1,440Â°C. The incident was fatal, with half of his body remaining outside the container after he fell.

Dierkes was attempting to take a sample from the crucible when he tripped and fell in. The immediate
aftermath was devastating, leaving his family and colleagues in shock. A co-worker described Dierkes
as a “hard-working teddy bear of a man” who cherished his three daughters, aged 12, 5, and 4, along
with his partner, Jessica Stutter.

Coroner Jamie Harwood confirmed that no foul play was suspected in Dierkes’ death. However, the
incident has highlighted ongoing safety concerns at the foundry. Only six months prior, another worker
had died after falling 20 feet through a hole in the floor. This repeated pattern of accidents has raised
questions about the facility’s safety protocols.

Reports suggest that Dierkes had only been working at the foundry for five days and lacked the
necessary training for his duties. This tragic lack of preparation is alarming. The Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) had previously fined the foundry for safety violations, including
issues with fall prevention systems and falling objects. In 2020, the facility was penalized $5,750 for
such a violation.

The fines did not stop there. In November 2019, OSHA imposed a $4,337 fine, followed by $17,711 in
May 2019, and another $10,419 in January 2019. These fines were related to various safety issues,
including an incident where a worker’s finger was cut while replacing a damaged chain on a conveyor
belt system. The recurring safety lapses indicate a troubling pattern of negligence.

In addition to investigating Dierkes’ death, OSHA is also looking into the December death of Scott
Adams, a 50-year-old electrical contractor hired to install new equipment at the plant. This double
investigation underscores the urgent need for improved safety measures at the facility.

Steven Dierkes had significant manufacturing experience and had worked in various roles after
graduating from welding school. His love for the outdoors and animals, coupled with his generous
nature, made him a beloved figure among friends and family. “Steven loved the outdoors and all
animals,” a statement read. “He was a loving person who enjoyed laughter from any source he could
find.”

Dierkes’ family described him as a man with calloused hands and a tender heart, always willing to help
others without expecting anything in return. His death is a profound loss to those who knew him,
particularly his daughters, whom he adored.

Caterpillar released a statement expressing deep sadness over Dierkes’ death, acknowledging the
serious incident at their Mapleton facility. The company has pledged to cooperate fully with the ongoing
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investigations to ensure such a tragedy does not occur again.

This incident serves as a stark reminder of the importance of stringent safety protocols in hazardous
work environments. The loss of Steven Dierkes is a tragedy that should prompt a thorough review and
overhaul of safety measures at the foundry to protect workers and prevent future accidents.
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